
April 6, 2000 LB 171

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

no way of advising you how much those breaks might cost. But in 
previous discussion I think we had just a little bit of a hint 
of what they might look like. Senator Baker told us about the 
need for people in the petroleum retailing industry to install 
new tanks. Those tanks were installed subject to sales tax. 
Those tanks were installed because of a federal mandate. Those 
were typically small businesses, probably less able to absorb 
the cost of the sales tax in that instance than the broadcasters 
that you*re being asked to benefit today. Because, remember, 
all those petroleum retailers aren't as rich as Senator Baker, 
sorry, Senator Baker, or Sapp Brothers or other folks. A lot of 
those are just your friends and neighbors in your hometown. 
They had a tough time with that federal mandate. Others will be 
in the same situation. How can we stop? Where would we stop? 
And how much would it cost? This bill, if it passes, will 
create a very difficult and potentially expensive precedent for 
us. The other issue that you need to consider this morning, and 
I haven't raised this issue on other bills, so I hope that 
Senator Kristensen doesn't think it's unfair to raise it on this 
bill, this bill, according to the current fiscal note, and you 
can look on your sheet, costs about $900,000, $850,000 I think. 
I'm sorry, over the next three years. That's $850,000 we don't 
have. If you look at the sheet, you'll see that if we do
everything that everybody wants, everything that has an A bill 
attached to it, and that we might pass, that we're over...I 
think the number is over $50 million down in the fourth year 
out, $51.5 million to be precise. Now, maybe it's a small step 
to say that we're not going to give $850,000 to the 
broadcasters, that is admittedly a small step toward remedying 
that deficit in that future year. Other steps will have to be 
taken, I'm confident of that. We've heard that the Governor is 
going to propose other steps to address that deficit, if you
will. We will be confronted with tough choices, once the
Governor has made his decisions. But I can't imagine why, at
this time, we would want to make those decisions even harder for 
us by giving away $850,000 to the broadcasters. It just makes 
those other decisions a lot harder, those other decisions about 
how we're going to use scarce resources to provide services or 
other governmental functions to the citizens of the state of 
Nebraska. And aren't those more important to us than a break 
for a bunch of broadcasters? I'll leave...Mr. President, I'll 
leave the motion up for a little while, if people want to talk.
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